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The Gospel of Luke

Introduction: Why This Study?

To begin, we would like to thank you—students, congregants, church leaders, elders, pastors, and 
churches—for supporting and using this Bible study. We hope it enriches your Christian life, chal-
lenges your heart, and builds up your faith to the glory of God. 

Why the Gospel of Luke?

The story of Jesus isn't anything new for most Christians. That familiarity can make it easy to forget 
that the stories recorded for us in the Gospels aren't just good information, but are essential for our 
lives as Christians. According to the Gospel of Luke, we need to hear the story of Jesus's mission 
of liberation again and again. The message of Luke's Gospel is meant to shape us into the image of 
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. This Bible study will help us encounter the story of Jesus 
afresh so that we can confidently live the life of discipleship.

All of our studies are designed with several things in mind:  

1.  to AdVAncE tHE GoSPEL. 

The Pew Research Center reports a rapidly changing religious landscape in the U.S., with the 
percentage of those identifying as atheist, agnostic, or “nothing in particular” up nine percent 
in just the last 10 years.1 Almost 60 percent of our youth leave their churches as young adults, 
and this number is growing.

Despite this unsettling news, the core message of Christianity—the gospel—is still capable of 
renewing our lives and the church.

Rather than worrying or acting out of fear and self-preservation, the best hope for Christians, 
the church, and people who feel pressure to abandon their faith is the historic Christian faith, 
the gospel announcement of what God has done through Jesus Christ for the world.

2.  to SPEAK to HonESt QuEStionS. 

Many in our evangelical, Baptist, Reformed, Lutheran, and Anglican churches have honest 
questions about faith and life that they may be afraid to ask. We shaped this study to address 
the concerns of long-time Christians, new Christians, Christians with wavering faith, and 
skeptics alike.

3.  to  E n G AG E  t H E  d r A M A  o F  S c r i Pt u r E ,  t E Ac H  t H E  d o ct r i n E  o F  H i Sto r i c 
c H r i S t i A n i t Y,  M oV E  u S  to  d oXo Lo GY  ( W o r S H i P ) ,  A n d  E n A B L E  H E A Lt H Y 
diSciPLESHiP. 

Our studies are written to show how doctrine naturally arises out of the Bible’s narrative of 
Jesus Christ and his saving work. We designed the reflection and discussion questions with a 
practical emphasis to help you engage the material in a prayerful way that should inspire worship 
and lead to a fuller understanding of how to live as a disciple of Christ. 

1 Pew Research Center, “In U.S., Decline of Christianity Continues at Rapid Pace: An update on America’s changing religious land-
scape,” October 17, 2019, https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/.
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4.  to BE uSEFuL in A VAriEt Y oF SEttinGS. 

We wrote this study thinking of Sunday school classes, Bible study groups, informal gatherings 
among friends, and individuals who want to learn more about the Christian faith. Each lesson 
includes a series of short sections containing a reading and a set of reflection questions. The 
leader’s edition of this study has group discussion questions so that Christians can come 
together to share insights, ask questions, pray together, and be equipped to share what they’re 
learning with friends and family.

We recommend you work through one lesson per week. If meeting with a group, we suggest 
reading the lesson and answering the questions on your own first.2

Note to Leaders (LEADER’S EDITION ONLY)

Again, thank you for supporting and using this Bible study. Here are some tips for implementing 
this study with a group:

Encourage every group member to get their own copy of the Bible study so they can read the 
lesson in advance and answer the reflection questions in preparation to share their thoughts with 
the group each week.

Prepare in advance to lead the discussion. Your leader’s edition has additional sections (highlighted 
with gray boxes) to help you lead your time together. It also contains page numbers for the study 
book to help leaders cue the correct page.

Though it’s common for discussion to stay at the intellectual level, the questions in this study 
are aimed at being practical. Help and encourage your group members to think about how the 
truth of God’s word intersects with their daily lives by modeling your own personal reflection 
and application.

Be patient with your discussion time. Leading a group discussion is hard! It takes practice, and it 
can take time for people to feel comfortable sharing. It can also be frustrating when people come 
unprepared, but your grace and patience will help people to continue to show up.

Invite people to participate by asking for volunteers to read a passage of Scripture or a section 
of the study, or by closing in prayer at the end. Welcome their thoughts and reflections. Invite 
questions. The more people participate in the study, the more they will enjoy their time, and 
the more they will learn. 

Keep in mind that you don’t have to follow the lesson exactly as it’s written. The written materials 
are designed to aid you, not lock you into a certain mode. Feel free to change things to fit your 
context and level of experience in teaching. 

Ultimately, remember that it’s God who is at work in his word, and he is faithful!

2 Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 
© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



“BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, 

FOR HE HAS VISITED AND REDEEMED HIS 

PEOPLE AND HAS RAISED UP A HORN OF 

SALVATION FOR US IN THE HOUSE OF 

HIS SERVANT DAVID, AS HE SPOKE BY 

THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY PROPHETS FROM 

OF OLD.” 

Luke 1:68–70
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Prayer (LEADER’S EDITION ONLY)

Heavenly Father, you have not reserved the good news of the gospel just for the important or the 
influential. Instead, you have given the message of salvation to us, even though we are undeserving 
sinners. Thank you for giving us this story to encourage us, to teach us about Jesus, and to grow 
our faith and trust in you. Help us to read with eyes of faith and give us confidence to lay hold of 
the blessings that are ours in Christ. We ask this in his name. Amen.

Read Together: Luke 1 (LEADER’S EDITION ONLY)

Opening Reflection Questions (LEADER’S EDITION ONLY)

1. The beginning of a story has a great deal to do with the way that story plays out. What 
are some stories that start with a bang? How do the beginnings of these stories impact the 
unfolding of their narratives?

2. Based on what you know about Luke, the other Gospels, or the story of Jesus in general, 
how would you expect this story to begin? What scenes, characters, or other biblical stories 
might be important?

3. If you were telling the story of Jesus to someone with the same purpose as Luke (i.e., to 
encourage and strengthen a believer in their faith), where would you begin?
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Read Luke 1:1–4 (BIBLE STUDY P. 10)

Why Luke Wrote Another Gospel

The Gospel of Luke isn't anything new. Luke begins by acknowledging that the story he’s about 
to tell is actually a story that’s being retold. Many others have already told this story, Luke says 
(1:1). In the Bible, we have other Gospels, Matthew and Mark, that cover the same basic story as 
Luke. In fact, Luke even uses the Gospel of Mark, and possibly the Gospel of Matthew, as source 
material for his own writing. Why, then, does Luke feel the need to put pen to paper and compose 
his version of the story? What does Luke say about his own Gospel? Here are three things to keep 
in mind about the Gospel of Luke.

1. Luke is a story.

Luke makes a point of reminding his readers that his Gospel is a story (Luke 1:3). He isn't 
writing a theological handbook or a treatise on ethics, but rather a story, or in Luke's words, 
"an orderly account" that tells his audience about Jesus. 

The idea that the Gospel of Luke is a story may seem obvious. After all, at their core, the four 
Gospels are stories about Jesus! However, God could have providentially used some other sort 
of document or medium to communicate information about Jesus to his people. Instead, Luke's 
Gospel is a story, complete with everything stories entail, including conflict, conversations, 
and characters. God uses this particular method of communication and this particular author 
to preserve the story of Jesus for the good of his people. When we read the Gospel, we're 
not reading an encyclopedia entry about Jesus or simply a set of facts about what happened 
in Judea in the first century, but rather a rich and powerful narrative that has been carefully 
put together by Luke and graciously provided to us by God.

2. Luke presents a story that belongs to a community.

Luke's Gospel is the story of a community. The history of the early Christians after Jesus's 
ascension to the Father is recorded for us in Luke's second volume, the Acts of the Apostles, 
rather than the Gospel of Luke; nevertheless, the events of the Gospel are the beginning of 
the story of the Christian church. This story doesn't exist in a vacuum; neither is it simply a 
record of events that has been preserved out of some sort of general historical curiosity. Rather, 
this is the story of "the things accomplished among us" (Luke 1:1)! It isn't the story of some 
arbitrary group of people from the past. The Gospel is the telling of a story that is ongoing. 
Luke writes to record the beginning of God's continuing work among his people. Despite the 
centuries that have gone by, those who follow Jesus today are a part of this story! The story 
of the gospel is worth investing in precisely because it is our story.

3. Luke is retelling that story.

The story Luke tells is a story that Christians had been telling for decades since Jesus's 
ascension to the Father. Luke tells us up front that this story has been told before ("many have 
undertaken to compile a narrative of the things accomplished among us", Luke 1:1). Novelty 
isn't the point—Luke is helping the Christian community to remember and retell the story of 
Jesus so that we can be better disciples. 
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Whether you have been a Christian all your life or you're just starting down the path of discipleship, 
the Gospel of Luke is an invitation to renew your journey of discipleship. The story of Jesus isn't a 
story that Christians can ever move on from. If you grew up around Christianity, you may be familiar 
with the children's song "Jesus Loves Me," which contains the lyrics, "Jesus loves me, this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so." We sometimes think of that basic knowledge about Jesus as elementary 
or childlike. You may have learned stories about Jesus as a child; surely we're able to move on to 
weightier theology or more complex doctrine at some point, right? But the point of the Gospels 
isn't to learn the raw facts of the story of Jesus so that we can internalize them and move on. 
Far from it! When Paul describes the message of the gospel to the church in Corinth, he returns 
to the basics of the story of Jesus's life, death, and resurrection, describing these things as "of 
first importance" (1 Cor. 15:1–11). For followers of Jesus, the story that the Gospels tell is vitally 
important, not because of the information that it can give us but because that story becomes our 
story. By returning once again to the story of Jesus, Luke points us to the fact that we ought to 
revisit this story over and over so that we can understand afresh the truth of the good news and 
the reality of our salvation in Christ.

Questions for Reflection (BIBLE STUDY P. 11)

1. Think about a story that you know well, perhaps one that you’ve read several times. How does 
your familiarity with that story impact how you read or understand it? What about stories in the 
Bible? Does re-reading biblical stories help you to understand the story of Scripture better? 

2. Luke writes that he wants his readers to have “certainty concerning the things [they] have 
been taught” (Luke 1:4). What would it look like to be certain about the story of Jesus? How 
can the story of the Gospels help us gain that certainty?

Read Luke 1:5–38 and Malachi 3:1–4; 4:5–6      (BIBLE 
STUDY P. 11)

Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Mary

Luke begins his story of "the things accomplished among us" by rooting it in an aging generation. 
We’re introduced to Zechariah the priest and his wife Elizabeth, who are described as righteous, aged, 
and childless. We might be reminded of the story of Abraham and Sarah, who lived in expectation of 
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the fulfillment of God's promises; their lack of children was tightly connected to the promises that 
God had made to Abraham (Gen. 15). Similarly, Zechariah and Elizabeth remind us of God's faithful 
people.1  Even after all that Israel had been through—centuries of war, exile, and foreign imperial 
rule—Israel still awaited the coming justice of God. 

Israel’s Continuing Story

It’s clear that Luke's story of "the things accomplished among" the Christian community connects 
deeply with the story of God's promises to Israel and his promises to redeem the world through that 
nation (Gen. 3:15; 15). However, in the midst of this deep, centuries-spanning connection that Luke 
makes to the previous generations of faithful Israel, we find Zechariah in the temple doing something 
quite ordinary: his job. Zechariah is simply carrying out his duties, as he would on any other day. 
It's in the middle of Zechariah's ordinary service that an angel of the Lord makes an extraordinary 
appearance and delivers extraordinary news! This faithful couple will have a child in their old age, 
and this child will herald the coming of the kingdom of God and ignite the renewal of God's people. 
Gabriel's words direct us to Malachi 3:1–4 and 4:5–6, where God promises to send a second Elijah 
who will prepare the way and make Israel ready for the day of the Lord. That second Elijah is John, 
the son promised to Zechariah and Elizabeth.

Zechariah's response to this news might puzzle you: Despite the astonishing messenger who has 
come to see him, Zechariah doesn’t seem to accept what Gabriel says. This might remind us of 
Sarah, laughing in disbelief at the news that she and Abram would have a child in their old age (Gen. 
18:11–14). Once again, the echoes of generations past reverberate here in Luke 1. 

Gabriel responds somewhat indignantly: "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God" (Luke 1:19). 
Zechariah might be a priest who serves in God's house, but Gabriel has come directly from God's 
throne room to deliver this message. Zechariah's lack of belief is met with a sign: He will be unable 
to speak until the child is born. 

Mary, the Favored One

Zechariah isn’t the only one who receives a visit from Gabriel; the angel also visits a young woman 
named Mary to tell her that she is to be the mother of the Christ. She, too, raises an objection: 
conceiving a child is physically impossible, given her virginity. But, whereas Zechariah's objection is 
borne out of disbelief, Mary should not be understood as doubting what Gabriel has told her. She 
faithfully and humbly accepts the news that Gabriel brings.

We shouldn’t miss the momentous nature of what Gabriel has said. Mary is perhaps the most normal 
person in Luke's story so far. Zechariah was a priest, and his wife Elizabeth was from the family 
of Aaron, the progenitor of Israel’s priesthood. Given that sort of pedigree, it makes a certain 
amount of sense that this couple might be a part of God's purpose for Israel. Even Joseph, Mary's 
betrothed, has a significant lineage, being descended from the house of David, Israel's greatest king. 
Mary, however, is just Mary. And yet, Mary, the most ordinary of these characters, is the one who 
experiences the most extraordinary event. 

The Gospel of Luke and its sequel, the Act of the Apostles, are both known for emphasizing the work 
of the Holy Spirit, particularly through Jesus himself and his apostles. However, the first character 
who is filled with the Holy Spirit is actually Mary herself in the conception of Jesus. From the very 

1 Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Eerdmans, 1997), 62.
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beginning, Mary is characterized as someone through whom God works and who accepts her calling 
with humility and faithfulness. An unknown young woman has become the one whom Gabriel, the one 
who stands before God himself, hails as the "favored one" (Luke 1:28).

Questions for Reflection (BIBLE STUDY P. 13)

1. From the very beginning of Luke’s story, we see echoes of various characters from Israel’s 
history. Why is it important that the story of Jesus should be rooted in the story of Israel?

2. Imagine that you are the recipient of an angelic message, just like Zechariah or Mary. What 
would your reaction be? Do you identify more with Zechariah or Mary?

Read Luke 1:46–55, 67–80 (BIBLE STUDY P. 13)

A Song and a Prophecy 

Luke records two unique responses to what God is doing through the births of both John and 
Jesus. First, Mary responds to the words of her cousin Elizabeth by breaking into a prophetic song 
in verses 46–55. Mary’s words clearly and powerful echo other songs of praise sung by Israelites 
of generations past in response to the mighty works of God.2 Her song connects what God is doing 
through her and the child in her womb to Israel’s history. Luke’s story is deeply rooted in the Old 
Testament, and we see this in the way that Mary pulls together different strands from Israel’s lyrical 
past to celebrate the coming salvation of God.3 

Mary’s song begins with her own personal story. Mary, God’s humble servant, has been irrevocably 
blessed. All generations will call her blessed, she says; this is an astonishing reversal! Mary isn’t 
the child of a famous priestly family, like Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1:5). She doesn’t serve in 
the temple or have any royal lineage. She is simply a normal Israelite woman. And yet, although she 
humbly refers to herself as the servant of God (Luke 1:38), Gabriel, the angel who stands in the 
presence of God himself (Luke 1:19), calls her “highly favored one ” (Luke 1:28). Mary’s status is 
reversed from lowly obscurity to divine honor! This pattern of reversal continues throughout the 

2 For example, Moses and Miriam in Exodus 15, Deborah in Judges 5, and Hannah in 1 Samuel 2.
3 Green, Gospel of Luke, 101.
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rest of Mary’s song: God is the one who is powerful, not the proud; the mighty are stripped of 
their thrones and the lowly are exalted; the hungry are fed and the rich are sent away. The coming 
of God’s salvation is characterized by a reversal of earthly power structures and giving honor to 
those who are oppressed and looked down upon. Just like God has blessed his servant Mary, so 
he will powerfully help his servant Israel and remember his promises to Abraham by finally bringing 
salvation to his people. 

All of this is rooted in God’s own character as the God who shows mercy. Joel Green observes that 
“[t]he God Mary praises is the covenant-making God, the God who acts out of his own self-giving 
nature to embrace men and women in relationship. God remembers … and acts.”4  God’s work on our 
behalf in Christ is not arbitrary. As Mary’s song powerfully reminds us, our salvation is a continuation 
of God’s actions throughout history, it’s anchored in his very nature as a God who has mercy upon 
those he has called to himself, and it’s directed at the complete reversal of the powers of sin and death.

The second response is that of Zechariah, whose previous muteness is now replaced by a torrent 
of Spirit-filled prophetic praise. Zechariah takes up several themes that resonate with Mary’s 
song, including God’s faithfulness to the patriarchs and his enduring mercy to his people. However, 
Zechariah is not simply praising God in a general way; he is prophesying. Zechariah declares that 
God has raised up “a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David” (Luke 1:69), foretold 
by the prophets, which can only be referring to the unborn Jesus. 

Although Zechariah doesn’t explicitly mention Jesus by name, this is the most specific statement 
so far in Luke about who Jesus is and what he’s there to do. Ironically, although Zechariah initially 
reacts in disbelief when Gabriel first visits him in the temple, once his tongue is released by the 
Holy Spirit, Zechariah begins to understand what God is doing, and how John, his own son, fits into 
God’s purposes.

These responses come from two very different people. Although Zechariah and Mary are both 
responding to similar circumstances, i.e., the miraculous birth of a promised child, their roles in 
God’s unfolding plan are quite different. Nevertheless, both of these characters’ prophetic words 
point us to an appropriate reliance upon God and his ability to act on our behalf. Mary sings of God 
restoring justice to the world by reversing the imbalances caused by human sin; Zechariah prophesies 
the restoration of his people and their rescue from their enemies. All of this, from the lifting of the 
lowly to the triumph of God’s king over the enemies of the nation, is inspired by God’s clear action 
on behalf of his people in the coming of the Messiah.

What about John? Zechariah names him the prophet of the Most High who will prepare the Lord’s 
way. In Luke 1:80, we read that John grew up and entered the wilderness to await the beginning of 
his prophetic ministry. The Gospel of Luke began with Gabriel’s promise to Zechariah that John 
would indeed be born. Now, John the Preparer has been prepared; the Lord is coming. What will 
become of John remains to be seen.

4  Green, Gospel of Luke, 105.
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Questions for Reflection (BIBLE STUDY P. 15)

1. Over the course of Luke’s first chapter, Zechariah goes from disbelieving Gabriel’s message 
to prophetically praising God for the momentous events that are taking place. Which other 
biblical characters go through similar changes?

2. Does the gospel or the work of God in your own life ever seem unbelievable to you? How can 
we move from doubt or unbelief into greater belief and trust in God?

Questions for Discussion (LEADER’S EDITION ONLY)

1. What about the beginning of Luke’s story surprises you? What are some expected or unex-
pected things about the characters or scenes included at the beginning of Luke’s Gospel? 
Why are these things expected or unexpected?

2. This story isn’t just a retelling of historical events; it’s also a story that is meant to encourage 
and edify the Christian community (Luke 1:4). With this in mind, how do you fit into this 
story? How do you identify with a particular character? How do you find these opening 
scenes intersecting with your own life?

3. Luke’s opening chapter is known for its references to the Old Testament and the history 
of Israel. Are there any echoes of Israel’s story that strike you as important for what is to 
come in Luke’s narrative? What might we expect from the rest of the Gospel based on these 
Old Testament connections?
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LUKE → Leader's Edition

Eyewitnesses
giving testimony
to Jesus
What does it mean to live a life of Christ-imitating discipleship? What did Jesus set 
out to accomplish on behalf of God's people? How does the Holy Spirit help us to 
follow Jesus and serve others? What does it look like to faithfully follow Jesus in the 
midst of suffering? These are questions we often receive at Core Christianity. And 
whether you’re a new believer or have been walking with Christ for decades, Core 
Christianity’s The Gospel of Luke Bible Study will help you encounter the story of 
Jesus afresh so that you can confidently live the life of discipleship. 

At Core Christianity, we strive to help people understand the core truths of the 
Christian faith. Every time we answer a caller’s question on our daily radio show, 
every article we run on corechristianity.com, and every resource we produce aims 
to help people gain a clearer understanding of the gospel—the core message of 
Christianity.

We wrote this study thinking of Sunday school classes, Bible study groups, informal 
gatherings among friends, and individuals who want to learn more about the Christian 
faith. Designed for groups to move through in 10 weeks, this study is perfect for a 
semester or quarterly study. Each weekly lesson includes selected passages from 
the Bible, explanations of the key themes revealed in that passage, and reflection 
questions. This leader’s edition includes prayer suggestions, leader’s notes, and 
additional reflection questions that will help leaders facilitate edifying discussions 
each week.

We pray this study will help you to grow in confidence in your Christian faith, 
equipping you to know what you believe and to share it with others.

A N D R E W  H .  WA L L E R  is a graduate of Redeemer Seminary (MDiv) and 
Southwestern University (BA). Andrew is a PhD candidate in New Testament 
Studies at Ridley College in Melbourne, Australia. His research focuses on the 
narrative Christology of Luke–Acts. Andrew currently serves as a lay leader at 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Austin, Texas.

“AND A VOICE CAME OUT 

OF THE CLOUD, SAYING, 

'THIS IS MY SON, MY 

CHOSEN ONE; LISTEN TO 

HIM!'” 

Luke 9:35




